
Here are a few stories and photos that didn’t make it in my ‘main’ Nov 2007 Post Trip Newsletter. 
The amount of people who are helping at every step of the way is quite overwhelming.  MIL GRACIAS. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
So, at last, after having a fairly successful meeting coordinated by Eden Recor (whose wife, Petra joined us to 
Ecuador one year ago) along with the President and one of the officers of the Latacunga Rotary Club on 
Monday evening and then a Tuesday noon meeting with Department of Education (La Dirección de Educación), 
AND after traipsing all over Latacunga finding various plumbing and hardware stores including the purchase of 
a 1300 liter blue tank, Jill and her trusty Morci (her Chevy Luv Truck) began the 2.5 hour drive up and over the 
Continental Divide of the Andes to Malingua Pamba. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Paulino, President of Malingua Pamba at age 27 and his brother Alcides drove the 6 hours to the Quito 
Airport in their ancient and PAST road-worthy truck to collect us and our 36 boxes of donated/purchased 
goods which arrived with us compliments of William Dise and Kevin Martin of AAiirr ll iinnee  AAmmbbaassssaaddoorrss.  This 
meant that I had the opportunity to treat the 2 indigenous brothers to a night at a “fancy, upscale, clean 
hostal” including private toilet and shower, sheets on the cushy beds complete with comforters.  Their eyes 
were like saucers!  Below you will see Florian, our Rooster Rescuer, in between Paulino & Alcides. 
Hopefully this also planted some ideas for Paulino as he plans to build a hostal as the second floor of his 
new concrete house. �  

The next day, just south of 
Quito, we stopped at 
Colegio Integral  �  

(a very well-anointed K-12 
educational facility) where 
Sonia, the co-founder and 
co-principal along with her 
architect husband gave all 
of us a tour AND some 
tables and chairs.  
Again, Paulino & Alcides 
were exposed to new 
ideas including observing 
some master teachers in 
action.   
 

�  In front of one of the ferreterias, 
our master packers went into 
action and actually got all 35 boxes 
(I later found out that one box got 
left at the airport!), all desks, and 
additional supplies as requested 
by EWB via Debbie (now in M.P.) 
and Jill’s blackberries.  

Technology is amazing. 

The next morning, Eden, Jill and I visited the marvelous Sierra Flor K-
8 school.  Jacky, the headmistress is very keen to have our teachers 
learn alternate ways of teaching by volunteering there.  This school 
was created by the Suisse owner of the Plantation Sierra Flor for the 
children of the workers.  Paulino is now working on assembling not 
only our 6 teachers (WOW – 4 years ago, we only had one!), but the 
teachers of our feeder schools to attend Sierra Flor. 

Our arrival was not only anxiously anticipated, but 
beautifully orchestrated.  Mind you, there was no 

monkeying around…
I am holding my official hijada – godchild, Nataly Viviana.

To my right is her mother, Carmentia wife of Pedro, one 
of my original guaguas.   At age 19, she is the mother of 

2 girls.  Note her 9 month year old on her back.



 
 
 
 
a mock bull fight, choreographed dance, and a band – so everyone danced including Giants Eden and Lowell. ;-) 

Due to the amazing Dream Team and their ability to see what needed to be done, I had some 
“free time” to interact with the more than 150 children attending our “Centro Educativo”  
including my guaguas, Lautaro Sacatoro (19) and Pedro Chusin (21).  While I was tutoring 
them in the math portion of their Physics homework, they told me their dreams.  Right now they 
both are studying agronomy in a Colegio in Latacunga 3 days per week. (A 5 hr round trip commute 
& the 3 days are not consecutive – ugh!)   They both would prefer to attend a Colegio (high school) for 
5 days/week.  They have graduated from one day/week when I first met them 4.5 years ago to 
3 days per week and are clearly self-motivated.  I believe/hope that perhaps they are now 
ready for a more rigorous educational environment.   

Lautaro wants to study to be ready to be the next President of Ecuador! 
Pedro continues to have the passion and drive to study medicine.  (Unfortunately the locally offered 

Dept. of Health medical courses have terminated.)  
Wouldn’t it be AWESOME if Malingua Pamba could have their own medical person?! 

 
If any of you would like to help me help them in their unwavering quest for education, we would 
greatly appreciate it! 

Centro Educativo La Minga, Inc. 
c/o Pam Gilbert 
415 s. 45th st. 
Boulder, CO 80305-6047 
 

Abracitos, 
 
pam 


