Travel Information
Current as of September, 2008

Typically, flights from USA arrive in the evening, so first night would be in Quito.  I recommend using a travel guide, such as Lonely Planet, Ecuador to choose accommodations.

Bus travel typically costs about $1/hour.

My preferred public transportation route to Malingua Pamba including timetable:

	Time
	Destination details
	Comments

	By 9 a.m.
	Taxi from Quito to Terminal Terrestre – bus terminal in the south end of Quito.  This is a very bustling terminal.  (Carefully watch your gear, especially your day pack.)
	$2-3/taxi (not per person); 15-20 min. depending on traffic and departure point in Quito

	Various departure times by different bus companies;

Travel time:  2-2.5 hrs
	From Terminal Terrestre, Quito to Latacunga Main Terminal (located on eastern fringe of Latacunga)
	Bus driver’s assistants/money takers will be shouting out the destination of their bus.  Listen/ask for Latacunga

	1:30 p.m. – only daily departure
	Latacunga Main Terminal – Not such a busy terminal.
	3.5 hrs to M.P.


Note:  Your backpack/luggage stored in the hold of the bus and/or on top of the bus are typically safe.  It is your day pack (with camera, passport, etc.) that should be safeguarded.  Do NOT put this on overhead rack nor on floor of bus (these people are small and can get under seats – opening zipper and/or using knife to get into day pack.)  Best to keep passport and ALL money except money needed for the day in a money belt under your clothing.

If traveling with a larger group, so economy of scale, I would recommend hiring Marcelo Araqui who has a Land Cruiser.  He will drive up to Quito and transport you safely to Malingua Pamba.  Travel time:  5 hrs without stops.  If you wanted to stop at a grocery store (there is a MegaMaxi/SuperMaxi  located not far off the route) and get some “comfort food”, he willing makes whatever stops you would like.

Marcelo Araqui

Work:
011-593-3 271-9524   (This is how to dial from USA. He does not speak English.).  Mobile:
098-698-125  (You can dial this from one of the Telephone Cabins in Ecuador.)
